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Our Guest:

Jeannie Crowley is the Manager of Digital 
Media and Learning at Bank Street College. 
Her background includes years as a K-12 
special education teacher and teacher 
trainer in the Bronx. With Master’s degrees 
in both elementary education and digital 

di h k ith d t t tmedia, she works with educators to create 
innovative, constructivist digital learning 
experiences for students. She received the 
Samsung Hope for Education and INGSamsung Hope for Education and ING 
Unsung Heroes awards for her work with 
young children and technology. 
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Overview of the Session

A variety of free online technologies exist to helpA variety of free, online technologies exist to help 
scaffold the writing process for students of all ages. This 
HSWOW webinar will show teachers a toolkit of websites 
to help them differentiate their instruction for learnersto help them differentiate their instruction for learners 
who are struggling with organization, grammar, 
expressive language, sequencing and other writing 
diffi lti P ti i t ill l h t ff ti ldifficulties. Participants will learn how to effectively use 
creative technology solutions to engage struggling 
writers and to give them the tools to succeed.
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Session Goals:

• Be introduced to use free, online tools that 
are traditionally not associated with y
reading and writing in the classroom

• See how tools can be used in multiple 
dd h d f diffways to address the needs of different 

learners
• Thinking about home access of tools• Thinking about home access of tools
• Introduce new ways of thinking about 

“writing websites”writing websites
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Traditional Searches for Online Tools

• Writing helpWriting help
• Graphic organizers
• Writing websites for kids• Writing websites for kids
• Writing activities

W iti it• Writing sites
• Organizers
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We will look at sites to help students with

• Fluency
• Word choice and order• Word choice and order
• Creative writing

W iti ti• Writing practice
• Organization
• Collaborative editing
• Storytellingy g
• Concise writing
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Sites visited

• YouTube (fluency, editing, oral storytelling & procedural)
• SoundCloud (fluency, editing and oral storytelling)
• Bud the Teacher (visual writing prompts and descriptive 

writing)
• Storybird (inspiration and storytelling)y ( p y g)
• Kerpoof (editing, storytelling, word choice and word order)
• Titanpad (collaborative writing and editing)
• Blogging (technical writing writing practice writing journals• Blogging (technical writing, writing practice, writing journals 

and celebrating work)
• Popplet (organization and brainstorming)

50 W d St i ( i fi ti i iti diti• 50 Word Stories (micro-fiction, concise writing, editing, 
word choice)

• Creativity Games (writing prompts and word choice)
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YouTube (fluency, editing, oral storytelling 
& procedural writing)
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Bud the Teacher (visual writing prompts 
and descriptive writing)
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Storybird (inspiration, storytelling & 
celebrating work)
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Kerpoof (editing, storytelling, word choice 
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practice, journals & celebrating work)
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50 Word Stories (micro-fiction, concise 
writing, editing & word choice)

50 Word Short Story is the name of this writing game, a tiny literary 
ith d t diti It t h b t it’ l ti lgenre with a proud tradition. It may seem tough, but it’s relatively 

easy if you follow these rules and work at expressing your ideas 
succinctly.

•Exactly 50 words
•Aim to end your story with “a twist in the tale” or a “sting”.
•Do not write poems riddles or jokesDo not write poems, riddles or jokes.
•Think of a beginning, middle and end
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50 Word Stories (micro-fiction, concise 
writing, editing & word choice)

Her soft voice offered a hint of reassurance. 
Adrenaline rush mirrored a NASCAR member FullAdrenaline rush mirrored a NASCAR member. Full-

court press perspiration and anticipation of the 
unknown; fear and anxiety married.

Eyes closed to focus and relax my breathing.

Her hand gently touched my shoulder. Our eyes 
met. She smiled.

It’s over. Wisdom teeth extracted.
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50 Word Stories (micro-fiction, concise 
writing, editing & word choice)
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Creativity Games (writing prompts and 
word choice)
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Sites visited

• YouTube (youtube.com)
• SoundCloud (soundcloud.com)
• Bud the Teacher 

(http://budtheteacher.com/blog/category/writing-prompt/)
• Storybird (http://storybird.com/)y ( p y )
• Kerpoof (http://www.kerpoof.com/)
• Titanpad (http://titanpad.com/)
• Blogging (http://4 212 com/blog/)• Blogging (http://4-212.com/blog/)
• Popplet (http://popplet.com/)
• 50 Word Stories

(htt // l khill ilt h k/ /? id 512)(http://www.larkhill.wilts.sch.uk/wp/?page_id=512)
• Creativity Games (http://creativitygames.net/random-word-

generator)
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Closing Thoughts

• Ira Glass on Storytelling (something for you as a writer and 
for your students)

• http://vimeo.com/24715531
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Upcoming Hidden Sparks Without Walls 
Sessions

Wednesday,
4/17/13

Focus on the Shy and Anxious Child
With Meryl Silver

8:00-9:00pm
y

For more information visit: www hiddensparks org
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Applications for the 2013-14 Internal Coach 
Program Now Being Accepted!

The Internal Coach Program is designed to support a school’s long term ability to address the needs of struggling learners
by providing training to selected faculty members to be resident Hidden Sparks coaches – trained in understanding and 
teaching to diverse learning styles, behavior management, and classroom centered coaching. Similar to the Hidden
Sparks External Coach Program these Internal Coaches develop the expertise to become the resident experts on diverseSparks External Coach Program, these Internal Coaches develop the expertise to become the resident experts on diverse
learners. They receive training to facilitate monthly class-level meetings, offer workshops on diverse learning styles, and
provide coaching to individual faculty members in order to identify specific learning strategies for students struggling in
school.

ICP Course - Learning Lenses Curriculum
Internal Coaches will be provided with two types of training. The core Hidden Sparks curriculum, called Learning Lenses
(days 1-4), combines a neurodevelopmental approach to learning with an examination of temperament, behavior and
ecology, to inform a deeper understanding of children’s learning and behavior. The second aspect of the training (days 5
and 6) focuses on the role of a Hidden Sparks coach mentoring adult learners conducting classroom observationsand 6) focuses on the role of a Hidden Sparks coach – mentoring adult learners, conducting classroom observations,
providing constructive feedback, and facilitating group discussion.

Application Deadline is Friday, April 5.  Training begins in Spring 2013 so that Internal Coaches can begin
coaching in their schools during the 2013-14 school year.

Learn more at http://www.hiddensparks.org/ . 
The Internal Coach Program currently operates in the New York/New Jersey metro area, Baltimore, Chicago, New Orleans, Nashville, Tampa and
H ll d FL H ith f di f C t F d ti Si t G t di t dditi l it If i t t d i
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Hollywood, FL. However, with funding from a Covenant Foundation Signature Grant, we are expanding to additional cites. If you are interested in
bringing Hidden Sparks to your city, please contact Executive Director, Debbie Niderberg at 212-767-7707 or news@hiddensparks.org.



About Hidden Sparks

Hidden Sparks is a non-profit fund whose purpose is to help children 
with learning differences reach their full potential in school and life. 
Hidden Sparks develops and supports professional developmentHidden Sparks develops and supports professional development 
programs for Jewish day schools to help increase understanding and 
support for teaching to diverse learners. 

G ided b a philosoph that b helping schools meet the needs ofGuided by a philosophy that by helping schools meet the needs of 
children with learning and behavioral differences, ultimately all 
students will benefit.  Hidden Sparks’ programs combine professional 
development in learning and positive behavioral support, guided p g p pp g
classroom observation and one on one coaching. The Hidden Sparks 
model and program is currently in 24 Jewish Day Schools/Yeshivot in 
the New York metro area, 3 in Baltimore through a partnership with 
SHEMESH and 2 in Chicago through a partnership with REACHSHEMESH, and 2 in Chicago through a partnership with REACH.   
An additional 4 schools in Florida, Louisiana and North Carolina 
participate in a pilot program that combines an intensive in-person 
training course with ongoing “distance-mentoring” from a Hidden 
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Sparks coach.



Contacting Hidden Sparks

Contact Jeannie CrowleyContact Jeannie Crowley
jcrowley@bankstreet.edu
C t t Hidd S kContact Hidden Sparks:
www.hiddensparks.org

@hidd kmargaret@hiddensparks.org
(212) 767-7707
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